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Grace and Peace to you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ!   

It has been a privilege to be among you, if only in on-line gatherings.  It’s ironic to me 
that in the first sermon I preached, I’m certain I said “Jesus didn’t do virtual ministry, 
Jesus did embodied ministry.”  And well, here we are.  God is funny that way; always 
asking us to grow in unexpected ways.   

For these first few weeks I’ve enjoyed getting to know several of you through zoom 
calls, facetime, and phone calls.  I’ve been attending a few on-line Bible and book 
studies held by your members, and having conversations with ministry leaders and 
visitors.  I’m slowly getting to know you all through these conversations, and I look 
forward to when you can know me better, particularly in-person.  We are all 
somewhat limited by the current state of the world.  Yet we are never limited in the 

Word.  It is only then we are in the way of wisdom and strength.     

This is why I wanted to hold a Bible study via Zoom, so we could begin spending time together, specifically 
in the Word.  If some of you aren’t available or can’t log on because technology is challenging, please know 
it’s alright – we are all learning together through this process.  I’ve shared with several people that if my 
track record holds, we’ll be in chapter 2 of Mark by October, so you won’t miss much.  My hope is to provide 
several Adult Education offerings on a regular basis, with the Gospel of Mark being only the beginning.  I 
also anticipate continuing the care that Pastor Bill gave in his regular bible studies to continuing care 
homes, specifically Cadbury and Medford Leas, once the way is made clear by our health officials.     

In this time of separation, please know that I’m available to have a conversation with you.  We can swap 
stories, share about our faith journeys, or we can just lift up prayer concerns together.  And do remember, 
we are in the season of the Resurrection. We can believe in good things.     

Come, My People, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; Hide Yourselves For a Little while until 
the fury has passed by. 
Isaiah 26:20  

With Love, 
Nikki

Rev. Nikki Passante  
Associate Pastor
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SESSION NOTES 
The Elders met by way of a Zoom conference for their April 
meeting. Following the lighting of the Christ candle, the 
Consent Motion was passed, approving baptisms, member 
transfers and removal of inactive friends from the roles. 
Judy Blank presented the Clerk’s Report, including minutes 
from previous Session and Congregational meetings. 

Bill included in his Pastor’s Report a reading about the 
nature of true church community. He then expressed his 
deep gratitude for the years of ministry he was privileged 
to share with the Elders. A motion from the Governance 
Committee was passed to allow for electronic Session 
meetings. 

The Finance and Property Committee presented for 
approval two contracts, one for a new phone system and 
the second for renovation of the music library. Both passed. 

Warren Pross reviewed a meeting held earlier in the day, 
which included members of the Preschool, Personnel, and 
Finance and Property Committees. The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss the issues facing the Preschool 
during the Coronavirus shut down. 
An Ad Hoc Committee was approved to continue 
discussing the issues and presenting to Session in May 
possible actions moving forward, intended to safeguard the 
Preschool teachers and programs. 

The Worship and Music, Christian Education, and Budget 
Committees gave updates on their ministries during this 
challenging season. The meeting was adjourned with 
prayer and the passing of the peace.

Thanks for the Memories 

We send heart felt thanks for your goodbyes on April 26! 
Your pictures in the Sanctuary, your cards and gifts, and 
your wonderful parade after worship will provide rich 
memories of our last (second to the last?)Sunday with you.  

And I don’t know how we could ever thank you for your 
incredibly generous going away gift. We’ll let you know 
about the retirement voyage we take with it. 

We love all of you very much! 
Bill and Sue 
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By now you’ve probably had a chance to 
see the music video that the Cherub, Carol, 
and Chapel Choirs created to thank Pastor 
Bill on his last Sunday with us.  If you 
haven’t, you may search Youtube for “God is 
Here with Me for Pastor Bill,” and you will 
find it.   

To create this video, 24 of our youngest 
choir members memorized and recorded 
“God is Here with Me” by Christopher D. 
Hogan individually.  They then sent their 
videos to me so I could scrub the audio, 
remix it, and edit video on top of it.   

This project was a result of a lot of time and 
effort put in by a lot of people.  And I’d like 
to thank Nancy Ruth for finding this piece 
of music and teaching it to her choirs, all of 
the choir members for learning their parts 
and being brave enough to film 
themselves, and all of the parents for 
following our instructions carefully to make 
this effort possible.   

Below is a still shot of all of our participants 
in the music video.  The names of our 
participants are listed starting in the upper 
left-hand corner, moving across the rows 
from left to right.   

Music Ministry

Top Row: Ariella Liggera, Allie Hall, Jack Lund, Mackenzie Williams. 
Second Row: Kiera Wackes, Luke Wackes, Lily Adkins, Gavin Dunn, Matty Hall. 
Third Row: Chloe Adkins, Owen and Connor McGovern, Lexa Liggera, Alexis Chamberlin, Mikey Hall. 
Fourth Row: John William Caruso, Beatrice Dunn, Chase Davis, Bryce Davis, Nicholas Adkins. 
Fifth Row: Stella Heimerling, Brooklyn Beach, AnneMarie Naseef, Audrey Berzanski, James Gushue. 

3

Thomas
Typewritten Text

Thomas
Typewritten Text

Thomas
Typewritten Text

Thomas
Typewritten Text
Notes from Peter Leibensperger



Preschool Notes From Barb Sewall 
Greetings from my kitchen table, 

This is not how I thought I would be writing the last Glad Tidings for our school year; and I am sure you 
never guessed you would be practicing social distancing with a mouth covering! 

As this battle against the COVID-19 pandemic continues, how we respond to it will determine how we beat 
it. My first response is a “Thank You!” to the medical community ministering to all of us; truck drivers 
keeping our stores stocked; homeschoolers, like Marisa, challenging the young minds that will someday 
rule our world; Bill and Nikki for their inspirational messages feeding our souls; Peter, Anthony, Mark and 
Nancy with their music that lifts my heart; Ed and Linda Hess who collect food on their front porch to help 
those in need; Gabby who tantalizes our minds with the possibility of a Viral VBS Program; Ann, Kris, and 
Rebecca who keep the church offices running from their homes, the children and parents that walk past 
our house walking dogs, smiling, greeting those young boys currently playing basketball on our side 
street. 

Many of these actions are “normal” occurrences. But the normal I am anxious for is to be able to greet 
parents and children as they enter the church and hustle through the hallways to get to their Preschool 
classes. I am not sure when this will be. I suspect it will happen on September 14 – our planned first day of 
class for 2020 – 21.  

In September, 2020, we will be celebrating 50 years of the Presbyterian Preschool! 

My second response is a “Thank You!” to Nature that entertains me! I have taken time to watch the robins 
drag worms out of my garden for their dinner; watched rabbits cozy down into the candy tuff flowers to 
rest in the evenings; marveled to see deer walking down the street behind the Haddonfield Acme just 
looking for housing possibilities! 

So, I guess my last response is a “Thank You!” to the God I believe in and who will continue to protect and 
guide my family and the Preschool family. I will continue to work on the scheduling of exciting events that 
will start up our Preschool year of 2020 in September.

Jennifer Wesson (James Gushue's mom) sent 
this photo of some of the Cherub Choir 
members, "zooming" last Friday.  

I have been in touch with all my choir families 
via email.  My young singers got Easter cards 
with notes in them.  The Whitechapel Bells' 
emails have included links to handbell pieces 
they have played or were working on, and 
included one of a 4-person group playing the 
Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's "Messiah"!   

  —NancyRuth Wainwright
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Women’s Prison Ministry 

The “Good Ladies” who go to the Camden County 
Correctional Facility every Friday intend to bring a 
word of hope and comfort to those women who 
have been separated from society by poor choices, 
addictions and manipulation by others, At best 
they try to bring a little light 
into a dismal situation. We 
often tell the women who 
are headed to court and out 
of jail,  “Maybe the next time 
we see you will be in the 
Acme.”  

For me recently the Acme 
turned out to be the 
Cinnaminson ShopRite. 
Shopping one Sunday 
afternoon, I realized there 
was a beautiful woman 
grinning in front of me. “Oh 
my, you know me. Do you 
know me as a Good Lady?” 
Yes, indeed, I was reunited 
with Talia Rivera whom I had 
met in the CCJ. The smile 
was always there and she 
sang with joy and energy 
every Friday. I remembered 
her well. Hugs ensued (we 
are not allowed to touch in the jail). She told me 
her story. 

Talia lives now in Palmyra and has had her three 
children returned to her. She is proud to talk about 
her children ages 17, 13, and 9. She is employed by  

ShopRite in their ShopRite at Home service. She 
attends Ebenezer Baptist Church in Pennsauken  
where she still sings praise to God with joy and 
gratitude. 

Talia went through the Second Chance Residential 
Treatment Program at CCJ 
under the direction of 
Marsha Smith, MSW. The 
program teaches discipline 
through a daily schedule 
that includes personal 
hygiene, housekeeping skills 
and job preparedness along 
with strict program rules, 
which gives participants a 
sense of responsibility and 
pride. Group sessions 
address addiction issues and 
personal motivational skills. 
Now that she is free from jail 
she is eligible for further 
counseling and assistance 
through the Genesis 
Program to continue to 
reinforce her commitment to 
be a good mom and a 
contributing member of 
society. 

As “Good Ladies” we are just seed planters, trying 
to remind the women of God’s love in this 
forgotten place. But every once in a while God lets 
us see a blossom. Talia is my blossom. 

Judy Grantham, Blessed to be a Good Lady

Pastor Nikki's Zoom Bible Study 

Pastor Nikki will be holding a Zoom Bible Study Thursdays from 7:00pm – 8:00pm to study the 
book of Mark. Look for an updated invitation on Realm Events early in the week or send Anne Vial 
or Kris Bean an email saying you are interested in joining. After you let us know you would like to 
attend, we will send you an email invitation with the Zoom meeting information. Join Nikki for a 
time of fellowship and discussion!
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Drive-Through Offering  

You are invited to drive through the parking 
lot after worship on Sunday morning from 
11:00 to noon to safely drop off your offering 
and gifts of food and supplies for St. Wilfrid’s. 
See Jill’s list below. (Financial offerings can also 
be made online.)  

Ed Hess has made a special request for his 
clients for pet food! If you can’t make the 
drive-through time, Ed and Linda Hess have a 
food collection box for people and pets on 
their porch: 15 W. Mt. Vernon Ave., 
Haddonfield.

Deacons Offering  

Our monthly Deacons Offering will be 
collected May 3. Use your blue envelope or the 
memo line on your check if you are dropping 
off or mailing. Indicate “Deacon’s Offering” as 
your fund if you are giving online. Your 
donations support the scholarship and several 
mission projects the Deacons take on. The 
need now is great – if you are able, please give 
generously. 

Deacons College Scholarship  

College scholarships are available to high 
school seniors who are graduating and plan to 
attend a two- or four-year college. Information 
and application for the scholarships can be can 
be accessed online. Application deadline is 
May 31. Contact Gabrielle Heimerling with 
questions. And spread the word!

Donations for St. Wilfrid’s  
a note from Jill Mascena 

God is so good! We have been giving out 60+ 
bags of food and a couple hundred 
sandwiches every Saturday this month at St. 
Wilfrid’s. Bags contain canned veggies or fruit, 
pasta, sauce, macaroni n cheese, tuna, peanut 
butter, jelly. Please continue these offerings. 

Particular needs: Diapers and wipes, bars of 
soap, other hygiene products. And we have a 
great need for paper bags to reinforce plastic 
bags as most clients walk from home. 

We are very grateful for all donations. There is 
a bin out back of Grace Church that is checked 
often if you can’t bring donations to FPC on 
Sunday. 
If you can’t feed 100.....feed one! 
Grace n peace, Jill

… 

Shall we do without hope? Some days 
there will be none. But now 
to the dry and dead woods floor 
they come again, the first  
flowers of the year, the assembly 
of the faithful, the beautiful, 
wholly given to being. 
And in this long season 
of machines and mechanical will 
there have been small human acts 
of compassion, acts of care, work 
flowerlike in selfless loveliness. 
Leaving hope to the dark 
and to a better day, 
receive these beauties freely 
given, and give thanks. 

 —Wendell Berry, Leavings, 2010




